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PEOPLE OF LANCASHIRE. 



A number of gentlemen bFVarious religious denomina- 
tions, resident in this county, feeling a deep interest in 
the education r of ^e, people^ Jiave drawji up the follow- 
ing plan for the establishment of a system of Popular 
Education in the county of Lancaster, which they 
respectfully recommend to the attentive consideration 
of all classes, sects, aftcP fiarti^J'iri the earnest hope 
that they may be induced to recognize the soundness . 
of the principles on which it is based, and to demand 
of the legislature., tha .powers wJktfh. are necessary to 
carry it into effect. 
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A PLAN, &c. 
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On no great question which has agitated the public mind 
for a very long period, has a greater diversity of opinion ex- 
isted than jon the subject of Popular Education. . Yet amidst 
all this variety of opinion, there appears to be a general 
recognition of the value of education, and an increasing be- 
lief in the necessity that exists for promoting its extension 
among the people, - 

For ourselves, we believe there is no safeguard for civil 
and religious liberty, no security for t^e rights of property 
and labour, , nothing within the scope of merely human 
agency which can conduce to the material, the moral, and 
the religious well being of the people, equal to a universal 
diffusion of education. Deeply impressed as we are with 
this belief, it is no less our conviction that the vast benefits 
of education, may be,, to a great extent, (neutralized, if it be 
conducted on false or erroneous principles. If, as in coun- 
tries governed by despotic power, the duty of educating is 
assumed by the government, the minds of the people may 
be. pressed down into bondage, rather than elevated to free- 
do^m. If,, as with us, the education of t)ie people is 
entrusted to t^ie voluntary .efforts of. certain sections only of 
the community* that large portion of the people unconnected 
with any religious denomination is abandoned altogether to 
chance, or to what is worse 4h&B . <?h&nce, to utter exclusion 
from all instruction.. . , • : 

To adopt a/ course between these, two extremes, we, hold 
to be the part of a free and enlightened nation; and to 
point out thenaeans by, which ,w,e conceive siwh a course 
may be pursued, is the object we ;haye in view. In thus 
intimating our belief that voluntary effort is not equal to the 



necessities of our condition, we must guard against the sup- 
position that we are insensible to the vast amount of good 
which has been effected by it. The national gratitude is due 
to those who have so nobly struggled for the emancipation 
of their fellow men from the bonds of ignorance. 

But, in our gratitude to them, let us not forget the claims 
of society at large ; let us 'not forget that our gaols are filled 
with criminals, the ignorance of a large majority of wliom is 
sufficient evidence that the existing educational agencies have 
not embraced the whole of the population ; let us not forget 
that if we had built school houses instead of gaols, many of 
our criminals might now have been honest and respectable 
members of the community. We do not assert that univer- 
sal education would wholly prevent crime ; but we do say 
that it would be the means of greatly diminishing it. 

The plan adopted by the government for aiding voluntary 
effort, is, we conceive, in one^ essential respect, imperfect, 
considered apart from "the conscientious objections which are 
felt to it by great numbers of Dissenters. The government 
gives money in proportion to the amount raised by voluntary 
subscription; aid mt^st' therefore be granted in an inverse 
ratio to the necessities of the people. In localities where 
the congregation is. poor and stands most in need of help, , 
the smallest amount of assistance is afforded. We believe 
that the only fair and equitable mode of raising and appor- 
tioning, public money for the purposes of education, is to give 
to the people themselves, in their various localities, the 
power of t&xing all equally; and of exercising control over 
the expenditure. »' ' 

As all should contribute to the support of public schools, 
so all should have the right of admission to them. And in 
order that none may be directly or indirectly debarred from 
the exercise of this right, rtothing should' be taught in the 
schools which" would practically exclude any. All : cate- 
chisms and creeds' should, as a measure of simple justice to 
all, be strictly excluded. None will deny the Talue of reli- 
gious instruction ; but the most effectual barriers should be 
provided against the introduction of sectarian teaching. In 
the words of the Honourable Horace Mann, Secretary to the 
Board of Education, Massachusetts* United States, "Our 
aim obviously is to secure as much of religious instruction as 
is compatible with religious freedom." 

To give the greatest possible efficiency tb the public 



schools, and to protect the rights of every section of the 
people, a central board for collecting and diffusing informa- 
tion, and with certain otjier limiteci powers, should be 
established, deriving its authority from the. people, and 
responsible to them for the exercise of it. 

The public schools we propose to establish should not be 
considered merely as schools for the poor. The education 
given in a large proportion of the Schools established for the 
middle classes, is of a very inferior character; at the present 
time, some amongst the ve?y poor receive a better education 
than those who occupy a position somewhat more elevated 
in the social scale. By the latter we anticipate that the 
establishment of a system of education for the whole people 
will be hailed with, satisfaction. 

Such are the chief features of the following plan, and such 
the objects we have had in view m its construction. 

We entertain a strong hope and belief th$t the public 
mind is becoming daily more convinced of the truth of the 

(principles on which it is founded. We have propqsed t» 
confine it to this county, because we believe it' .will meet 
with a warmer support from some, and a less decided 6ppo- 
I sition from others, than if it had been proposed for the 
! country at large, and because we believe thai; in 'this county 
*are to be found men pre-eminently qualified' to carry out 
such an experiment with spirit and success. ' 






A PLAN FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OP A GENE- 
RAL SYSTEM OF SECULAR EDUCATION FOR 
THE COUNTY OF LANCASTER. 

r 
1 > .J 

DIVISIONS OF THE BOUNTY, 

The county of Lancaster is divided into six Hundreds or Wa- 
pentakes, viz. : — 

Amounderness, which in 1840 contained 59 townships. 
Levland, „ „ „ v 40 „ 

Salford, „ „ „ 99 „ 

Blackburn, „ „ „ , 7? „ 

Lonsdale, „ „ „ 90 „ 

WestDerVy* „ \ „• '„ 98 „ . ■ ■• 
The entire number of townships is 464. 
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SCHOOL COMMITTEES. 

Every parish or townthip in tt^e county, -containing 2j000 inha- 
bitants or upwards, shall be repaired. to appoint annually a school 
committee, c6nsisting of numbers in the following proportion to 
the population. In parishes or townships containing — 

2,000 ) — §j / 5,000 inhabitatrts, the coiiiiuittee shall consist of 
5,000 } g*g -J 10,000 - ,;> . , , „ 

10,000) *§ (50,000 

50,000 and upwards ''»♦''. *> >» 

The school [committees shaH bereojfii^d.to estahKsfrandfcop^ 
port the following four descriptions, xjf Rchools ; £o* 'whioh.purpp.se 
they shaH he Empowered 'tyfyyT:&^%-f*\. tj v , :'•;;. - 

,< SCHOOLS^ 

Fijrst— CoJfMON Bay (Schools ;' 
For children fro^ fim to fifUen^ years of age\ : . v 

111 which, they shall bo instructed in reading^ grammar, writing', 
arithmetic, geography, an< * sueh other kinds. of useful secular in- 
formation as may be deemed advisable, or the growing- intelligence 
of the people may demand. In addition to these, a sacred regard I 
1[0 trat&; justice kindness, and forbearance in our intercourse I 
with our fellow-creatures; temperance, frugality, industry, and f. 
all other virtues conducive to the right ordering of practical con- 
duct in the affairs of life. And inasmuch te these virtues, together 
with reverence and love toward, the -Divine Being, ttre clearly 
taught and powerfully enforced ia the Scriptures, a selection of 
examples and precept* inculcating them shall be made therefrom, 
and read and used in the said schools,' but without reference to the 
peculiar theological tenets of any religious sect or denomination. 

For the purpose of making this selection, a commission shall be 
appointed by the county board, consisting of nine individuals, no 
two o€ whom §hall be members of the same religious denomination; 
and in order that the oeculiar'^ 

favoured, %h6 unanimous i&ncumtfcfe^ui' ^ cx>mmi^sion shall bo 
requirea in the selection. ■■-' ri-*.* -■■/- . ' 

Second — Evening Schools, 
For persons of the age often years and upwards. 
. Under the same regulations as the day schools. . . 

> Third— r Infant Schools, 

For children under six years of aye. 

i 

'- « • 

Fourths — Industrial Schools, 

For the purpose of affording food and shelter during the day to 
that portion of the -juvenile population whicfy has no apparent 
means of subsistence, save by begging or crime; of instructing 
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them in the f>regWng°bi^Trcb^ of educktfen, and'm some indus- 
trial occupation, which may .lead them to prefer a life of useful 
activity to one of idleness, ^scub^lfceftx'fi^ destitution and mi- 
sery, and give them an opportunity of* becoming honest and re- 
spectable members of the community/' '"* 

Rioj^t, of Admission to th^ Schools; :j . 

All children shall hare the right of free admission, at the ages 
before-mentioned, to the day, : evening, or. infant schools of the 
parish, township, or school Union, in which they reside; except 
such' as do not possess the faculties of hearing, speech, or sight, 
such as are of unsound , mind, afiUc^ed With ■ any contagious 
disorder," or convicted of crime. 

Note. — School committees may, in special cases, relax the rule 
excluding children convicted of crime. 






POWERS AND DUTIES OP THE SGHQOL COM- : 

. MITTEE. . - : : i ' % 

The school committee shall have power to engage and. dismiss 
masters and teachers, and to decide on. all matters relating to the 

management of the schools; subject to the following regulations : — 

«• » 

1st. Nothing shall be taught in any of the schools which favours 
the peculiar tenets of any religious sect; and in order that perfect 
security may be afforded, any ratepayer shall have the right to 
complain to the school committee of the conduct of any te'acher 
in this respect;. and in ease of dissatisfaction, with thejdeciuon of 
the school committee, he shall have the right to appeal to 'the 
committee of the hundred; and, if. dissatisfied with their decision, 
to the county board of education, and from the decision/of the 
county board to the courts of law and equity. ' 

2. No clergyman of the Church pf ^Englaid^nor afny dissenting 
minister, nor any ecclesiastic of \)xq Catholic Church, shall be 
capable of holding any salaried office in connection with the 
schools. 

3 No. master or teacher shall be appointed' io any school who 
has not received a certificate of his qualification from the exami- 
ners appointed by the county board, so long as there is a candidate 
for the vacancy, who h&s. received a certificate; unless the county 
board^ on special cause shown to it, shall authorize the school 
committee to dispense with the certificate.' 

4. No book shall be admitted into any school which has not first 
received the sanction of the county board* , : 

5. The course of education, recommended, by. the county hoard, 
shall be pursued in all th|e public, schools i# thQ county. 

. As ,it is of the first necessity to create^ in the minds of the peo- 
ple a desire for education and a just estimate of its benefits, it 
shall be the duty of the committees to endeavour to create this 
desire by communicating personally, or 1 by means' of agents, with 



s 

the parents and gnajflianfl, of those cJJuldipen who ace receiving no 
education, • •,, • 

Each school committee 'shall furnish to the county board an an- 
nual report of the schools under its management, and shall at all 
times furnish such information as may be required by the board. 

Each school committee shall annually publish in a cheap form, 
for the use of the ratepayers, a statement of all monies received 
and expended by them,' and present a copy of the same to the 
committee of the hundred and to the county board. 

School committees shall have power, in special cases, to relax 
the rule excluding children convicted of crime from the day, even- 
ing, or. infant schools, and to expel any child for gross insubordi- 
nation or misconduct. 

School committees shall "have' power to appoint a clerk with a 
salary. 

COMMITTEES OF THE HUNDRED. 

In each hundred' a central committee shall be annually elected 
by the school committees within the hundred. 
In the hundred of — 

Leyland, the central committee shall consist of members. 

Amoundernesa, „ „ * , '8 



Blackburn, „ „ K , 1 §0.. „ 

Salford, „ ,, ,, 12 

Lonsdale, «, „ . ,, 12 

West Derby, „' ' „ „ 12 



>! 
,» 
»» 



Powers and Duties of the Committers of the Hundred. 

1. To. unite parishes or townships containing less than 2000 in- 
habitants into school unions, which unions; shall act in every re- 
spect as if they were parishes or townships of themselves. 

2. If the majority of the ratepayers of any parish or township 
present at a public meeting, called for tbJe purpose, object to be 
united with any other parish ot township, they shall have the 
right of appeal from the decision of the committee of the hundred, 
to the county board. 

3. If any parish* township, or school union neglect to establish 
or support schools, the committee or the hundred shall levy rates 
for the purpose^ and appoint a school committee for such parish, 
township, or union. " \ . ! 

4. To admonish or dismis? teachers whose conduct is brought 
under their notice by appeal from the, 'decision of the school com- 
nuttees. . • . ... . ( 

5. The committee of the hundred shatihave power (but it shall 
not be imperative on them) to establish schools For the deaf, dumb, 
and blind, and to draw a, sum for their support from the school 
rates of each parish, township,' or school union, in proportion to 
its population. 

$. The committee of the, hundred shall form, a, corporation, in 
which shall be vested the whole school, property of t^e hundred, 
in order that if- the necessity for the mamtenajice of a schoolln 
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^3?¥ | fc^}*ferf* nfld ^^ tfc»*pMp&ty 

kiaff ffael in&fr a^nUlAte to3itom^ari\ero<^aed- w q b )ritt fche ttaiidctifci 
l^tl^te«jpt)jaticoiftindyo«b© he vcdtoifrehjiienxeor ljaopeirfywoiij 
^Qyedf , OT ,, tft%ffl4th^4^r (ntuertiohal^qrpo^'Vit?^ 
. • 71 The oorfi«Jit^;<tf>t4ife himdr^ shaM annUa^fiitiiishcfttUnr 
tibiifctotoaiitffrepoV^ 
reo«^wsnd4«ipi*»d^iby'ttein j (i»4 at gafll^im^Bap^'mRwgniBtkm 

^ 8^%e : tomTititt*ei<>*H^ atafcuft 

aidfed^^ilh.^^aiary; no'> '<■ ;/V- odJ ofrlMfiK.rm' vi '>l. ."« ai x^)'if\7 

.. ..!j.f('i-« all onofrrro oJ L". ;<4 z-Ai xo v^tnb otli 
: .vo-Kdw 809^(r':'"oo ,u.-n! >* ;>;ii r ;:oil f/r.k^ Ifcrl;-. biflod aiiT .V 

twelve persons of whom not more l tb^JtJ^^ J fib^^^^^£&.j 
county bddrdrO _ . .^ ..,- ../jro-jjov^a U-OTitfifc ^.Wii^ 



•Ji;qoq fioilj oJ ncuioqoiq irrftn ftffl l \ <ar .yhkir-f/ot <p<3;fr.:ifiq i,tli 
.1. Tlie r boarcL shall appoint annually a secretary, at a-salafjptff 

'^WeSarf^a ffifye^ -loxfto Y/iB 'iot 

2. It shall be necessary for the board to sanction- <ttiF : tl8#Bs 
before they are admitted into any of the schools ; and no book 



shall receive ^ : |^^^^^^)^ f ^^^ the peculiar 
of any religious sect. Objections made in writing by any 

hf, t it 



i tenets 

ilM^i^i^r^o^^yar^^^^ri ^feg^ttafreroHtft 

favours thQffftoi&ikfeeftej^^^^ 




amine Mo^opJK>§r^ qjpprfp of 

^/tete^iim.pii&uafcj^ 

rajitnJrrtrfd&e Wh^J^oo od;t bria <G-ir>jVorrif lo ganorumf qniAfi edj 
4. It shall be the duty rfilbg ^^&>^M*<^Wf&<ftfi^r 
oilbe^ts>o<^n«^{%nAfeMfe**€jg§R^^n^^ tiMfajJWleKEer 
Who** «rf»$**4fof%4* sferflagk^Bflfflrnj& •^^ck^9mi}N} d 
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,■ - 5. If nsLf tomuhiir^lpamiiy r or sckool mpote.- shall <n4ghct to 
establish and supper* schools, and if the committee of itbe bnndced 
in which such pariah* (township «r setoqLimiari is situated^ «l**il 
neglect -to. asei fcfce power • ghreh: . them : .to) tupbfy thfi/i&efieiene^ >it 
snail be th* duty o£ the count j board 4o ettafebsh schools, - to Jevy 
rates on suel* parish, township, c* school! union for their estaMtehi- 
ment and,au$port> and, to appoint anommittee (to manage tJttm. 

6. The county board shall draw up such a plan of education as 
it shall deem beat 'Suited tctthe>fbur descriptions -of public schools, 
which it shall recommend to the school committees/and iiahailbe 
the duty of the board to enforce its adoption. 

7. The board shall obtain from the school committees whatever 
information it' may require relating to* the condition and manage- 




8. I'heboitdt'sWll jirbcure as itincViMbnn&tion « podsfblo of 
ihe state of 'education in this Tfin^oitt; oil the* 'continent of 
Europe, and m America. 1 and t^vey Whatever may appear nfee^d - 
ful to. the different school committees. , *•' , \\*-"'"' 

9C As an incitement to fljfigence and good conduct on th£' £art 
'of the pupils Jn the locl^. schools,' the county hoard shall have 
power to expend two ttiousaWd pptmds annually m inaintainfeg" at 
the normal school a'number'o^^cb 'pupils as shalT be reported by 
the school committers ! to be deserVing of such reward, and shall 
pass through such a course of examination by the public examiners 
as shall be ^exodedtnn^y the qpnntx hoard., 

10. The exjJe^W fecurrejfl by tHfi board "shall be defrayed by 
the parishes, townships, ana unions, 'in proportion to their popula- 

., Hu ^e^ba^4^^|tfJF , * ^ J 'iprporati«u in which sifail^e jefoed 
'the property belo,Bffing,io Ijhe normal schools, and in which may 
- • -Fpnerty conveyej or be^ueajhed for the 



be vested any other, ,^-^^r-^ .,-,- ^- — vr _ fl ,*, r *. ^- ~~ 

establishment or support of normal schools, colleges, libraries, or 
for any other educational purposes for the use of the county 
^generajly.. ; , r >, o: », : , . ;. ,. ir ;.. . . ; _ 

li . EXAMINATION dtf 'TEACHERS. ' ::ij;: ' 

1. T?hef eWlnW board shall appoint 'tfetee ^coiwpetent person* to 
'eXfcraihe candidates fbr the office/of master 05 teacher^ f ■• :. v;': 

2. The examiners shall have* 5 power te decide on ita quatifiea- 
tkm '46s? ca^didite^ ^and to grant* P W refuse oert*fio«fces acebrd- 

'- 3. 1 it Ortar'tbt^ure impartiality in-thrdecWdne, the same 
lest of 'fitness'saailW applied to r >ir*pp*fea*to» ft* Certificates in 
the same branches of knowledge, and the course of examination 
^»^ be kid down ^ll^ 1 county boirdi J :>■«!: ■■«■ >> » 
** : « Thetkn*ttriA pla^e at whicheita f fti1neiW'#hali' meet for the 
1 pui^osi bf eXatttintBg candidates*' ftfejafPfe appointed *y the county 
board, antt W leaaVfctrieniVs'fio^ 
shall be giren by advertisement in the principal county papem 
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5. The county board shall have power to fix the salaries of the 
examiners at a sum not exceeding pounds each per 
annum ; and every applicant for a certificate shall pay to the 
board a fee of on registering his name. 

6. The certificate shall he the property of the person to whom 
it ifi granted, anfl if deijr^nd w^ypfe 3 *^.* flFy>9fi tne school com- 
mittees, it shall he returned to nlm on demand. ' 

7. If any applicant is dissatisfied with the decision of the 
examiners, he shall have the power of appeal to the county board, 
which may then grant him a certificate it it think fit. 



1. 4 The county board shall establish rand support one or .« 
>rm&fchoo^ K'MjjfW^ 



or more 
normal^chdols F(^r the training of te'aqheTs^ It 'sftajl haVtf power 
fb^ntfagtef fend dferafes *e*#*ers* ^decide *h the oottrse of fttttftic- 
tloofc & bespinmied^ aifdvonratttt^er&rMaki^ 

v;*- •?w^m^ b | tfS^to^T?^^^' ™ Paw 

the peculiar tenets otanf remhous sect. . 

;-'». TOJ 'etfAtflwaMWlffll hWjjWer' <f o mwlfroifl tWttwtt- 

: rf^e/^arishea, an4»«chool onions, in pftbpwtion tonthfefopbpnla- 

t*«fcj*hM*«i heffts**y fpxJ^wqfrimitf bfciJd|ngft,feRi*be 



4/It SfialUbe o;pko&aTWr8ri th^scho^ ^ftfttees- Whether they 
♦engage teachers; Vho hawe tometftoa^lib^bejii^^ 

•jfM-.yij.-' r! ;n..i'T/.,i . o o .7:i:i yd' . r 'S>iio;jinif j:v.> < o/Jl-i: 

j"»')i[,Tf![» 'io'r (•. •:? .r,'!' >:fi v ?!•:•" *io ii"f>" iiictr rnrvi'i ji: . r'n so 
. 3fflne population of Lantashiroin 184J t was]i,e6n^54^but may: at 
lBtW^Mfl^sij^redias ^WPjflQOo:;^^. -rental ,{*s0is.ed ;|br 



* r 




(<min nttmbe»)at'ai*'^pMiB&^ 

•jiorr " *,.ff yr ''U run oil* "v^'naT hlnow .>uj;J>;i:7ti '>Jt .i 

I/jiOii? f tr*,af-' /' >': r-iii" : ..■» bo-^'ovf *ii»>-i.»q «>8u:() .< *3rfi»I 

,fr«>M''s['# v <> v. r > ".[+ oJ- gih.f /'.*,', ;k[>. wot o 1m i -i tain-. o<! 

1 «r:ff)">'if * 'ivmpjjrr '•o'ic-vt' tjn fx>lifl t>d- tl'/oKn rbirfv/ 

-ffj; «q« ,w t<\ :o\ I>iM f r,') -otf <»> t't©i hii« -cro'/J^ «n*.iiL>'vijL 
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be too often repeated that nothing cto render men so truly 
independent as knowledge. 

, The same* biiildiii^i/WouM^uffioejf^..be^ll|^W , 4ay and 
.«*enlng schools* but ■ it wo*M ; probably, be jjdceasary . to jap- 
point additional teachers fotf>the latter* r\ - ; ., ; \ , 

1 ": _*.r *\*v '.' ;>•■ r .'•■') :-)•[", .fj,Mi: :, j '■.,;. hi . '.'• V •' ■•■ . • 
- . *i'T>. '•:•< />•«.[ • f . ,• , -J.' , I;,- i< . , 4 ;• ' i ir.fr' j- 

. ! v • I» '. ' .; . "••» / . • * • '• ' . '} ;,-'{::■ I .-. 

. ,■ The, object of th*se o schools 1 18 *fulfy .explained in jtfre 
paragraph relating to theakan>thfc;ftP}an.;' Of the advantage 
jof.estabjishing them, 4n! largo, to wns^Miv W* Chatabemst^fas 
ample testimony...; rml .?.[ .«u 4 -.«..>-..' •. '; -•-. - : - - ., ...■• i cr 
, In an ac^oueti of ithe «*lnstri*l schools at Aberdeen be 
itetls ua'tlmV'^the/rmcfralof eo: aanyboysfrotn tbeialiyotfts, 
not only occasioned a perceptible; dUteWtiQn)in;the: ^arras 
jof street/beggars^ but itbe. superintendent of ( police. reported 
that, subsequent; to the^enirigofltbeBcbooljB a^oneideraWe 
decrease in juvon&e (dtfina/tenaieis had taken, place: This 
,was - corroborated r fey | tbfihiiitpw^^ prisons, #ho in his 
*ev^h:ref>ort to PariWm^iit, jobaetiws that frdoriqg the<bflf 
y ear ending ^he [ ^OthlMe^, £641, «thi»ty jfojja under fourteen 
years of ngsrwierfc >c«Bf»twttft4 tOupfison sa. Aberdeen* but 
)that (during the half jrear ending, ibe 20th Mayi AMBy.tAe 

:«umb0r '^crtiy «kv;"; ,.[, i / r. .- : • » ,*' r .f -•'- • -^.v 

. After a fdescriptwnj^aoma mother ;«qhcK)k angular 

kind: in ; Aberdeen, Mc-;€5ba»bers (continues: .''From the 

i rjeport Of jthe rural po&fc ^nauttee ;of Abfrrdeenshii*^ it 

.appears that [^;b«nefit'irf/the schools is^e&tended q*«>fall 

,ipartit,0fi the; adjoiftfag district. i> A fefw yk*H -ago the number 

•jpf jtMwnile vagrants; whkk infested; the county bf Aberdeeji, 

)^asbet,^^n<*hre^.hwdre^.a^fo)uff hundreds It ifaWtqujie 

^mm^ to-takei up TaW?e -three hundred ife.the>year./i In 

^tte^welve months >howter v eaadang April, .18.4$ vth* flum- 

iJw badidiiuinisbed tovone humdred and five, 4»d in the year 

eadittgiA^riJl lM6*jithadisuak torftinteton." ; iSehaplaof. a 

similar kind have been established by private effort in l&i- 

vde^^and^Maae^i^obniiiioii^ s>,«eale. comiiieasufate Math 

oAe qe^eas^rfhrt e^tft> ^ has 

uJtaen-th* Qniy^batia^/to:theirex4ei8io^ anditothe increase 

ojo£*fcu!.effiffi^^ "W5iy, .wfenak, 

-r«hpujd , th0 ^ahJishmenif oft itotitutvau*. firom .^diich if is 

jriMtol the f wWei;c»unnnity ^ejrife« iiwlyantag^ befWfc to 
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accident on . caprice, and rtfrh ere" -established;) to depend on the 
oveHasked ek^tions and; inadequate subscriptions of a few-? 
Iir.the word* of -Mr.' Cambers, i( ir^ile giving .tbe highest 
praiasjifep^tfch disinterested efforite, we would) .hdmbly^ttb*- 
mitithat tire task they iin(Mrta3ce is a public duty;: and should 
in i every instance, fall Within the scope of ; the public autho- 
rities, and be as far as is necessary at the public cost.;' 



. : 3bgcml&& < Education: ** Selections from 
the Scriptures. 

■ . la deHcnbating the sT^m hete propped, a atefaUn^M- 
tern of education^ see jbafce the ivord awulaar' in its most 
<5omprehen«ye sense,, -and preier: annfigative. to a positive 
d^nkibir of it v Wer,would:8aiy:that it includes «very thing 
which is not the»]ogical v orTB(Qiiiar words* aoay thing' whicb 
does not fntwmil ^beiftemeb of any rdagaous sect.. la J the 
choice of books it would; beem absurd; altogether ; tal exclude 
ike; Bible; on th^grounflrtfcai^ertjain; portions of ifounhappily 
occasion dift^rences^ oft iophnbic among the VBribus rehgwais 
bodies: That rthe whole v of\ it cannot' . be -admitted withdtit 
joausibg^fltoife-'is deeply to: be regretted^ \arid it >ls surely pre- 
ferable, to afldw ;the rnti^ductioiiwof- such portions as. can 
be: introduced without: offences to any^tthar*, to exclude! the 
whole,- it /may at fifest sight; appear difficult to obtain nine 
individuals of : nine j different . denominations . i wha ; could j : be 
unanimous in I agteeinsr rtar ; a. illume jcrf 'selection* ifrafa) the 
Scriptures*:' Botitne difficulty vanishes) when i we consider, 
that hi eifectifflTsery oneiof tbeirine cptmraihskflMffS wouJd pas- 
sers an absolute veto) ©b an$h selection, proposed toibemade. 

• No: single passage could; be selected if- objected) vto "by l the 
representative ©f ianyrooe ©F theiniae different denoininatiohs. 
No necessity for discussion or argument would arise; the 
simple objection of one individual would be fatal to any 
passage propQBBdife^BelectionLai^ i K r io vu^.n..— t 

A selection from (te>8or(f teresiiBWtog been once adopted, 
the purpose for which the commission was appointed would 
be ABpmplisfab^nkndjifi w>otddotHer^o^«cease^to-^ex3et; It 

• would) t however, be^co&Bpe^eo^ to Aei county board y at^any 
-tone/ to i appoint i another. ooiimjisHiiit^ i£fa 41*6! (purpose rof 

revisingiihekseieatiflf&nr *»,i? to .Jv/ibfrirti 91!; j;? -io wd^ 
w The v «?ouipositi6it of fheocommttsion as hece ; proposed, as 
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afcriouslir > intended >A»'. jwte^etrt ifcbeLDant«alticttD»o tarftitbe 
sohibls of< any portion of *^e r Scri{f tores, i»l»ok> nuu^appear, 
ttdien 'takidn. by: itself;. to iniiitate. aMnstfrfie fcfaete oftany 
«HfB^b delation, ,*«, taSMflntMrii*.; 
freprose^tativerrfarouuh^e »oofinipi^fpvo£6dted'*s'>i£ itS(%i«!W8 
^^represented 'ttyrpns iridfiibfiiAe^embem do^iywiiig 



Sscn7tnvnar^«Kiiw-Sa9CTABiE£id T*^cei«&. 

.rjffrjnni:^ a: it 

We conceive that ample security, in this respect, is 

-afbrd&h'fyj; ttfe> J prpraped morid? of 'staking srthoo selections 

jfrom the ' : SeripftnesVoiry stbe odaastitatipjr i of ; .&e 'toouasty 

boards of wtkHl«ptTn»rtt''thTqi 6m©-fpmrtfc csnibe^ifaenibeEs 

Tpfi&nyton* religions 1 fldnitem»ti«in ; and by the'irigiitbirjiijfc- 

ijrea^ppsseBsedr. l^ (theTHitepajettB,Jfoi9a r i*}ife dsBhoobixaohr- 

oiiittees tdthe scoaaifilteeiDf Ibhe rmrodrecty fawn/th^nn teodie 

tdatfnty> board,' land »TdtbnirtAly teofchh r 0owtfe ef da& br eaiady. 

llb^orfgbtf bfrttppeaiotf <nild; be jfafafi f tuwr^stikibstgiidm ptk- 

*B«g<far against sek^iannDeaoiimqoiri^b^jaoWat n&^Mr. 

-£fa|apfo o/" J^siH3ii^*W y ^eraW:o! 4 ^ 
rtkeware itidwjddalff sMLmibrfcb^ffiBtriotf^ 
iritferoei'jda btaioriitbwB whaareJbdiffeifeiitr t(fcitB/bmtoritiod; 
amflBY8tyJdistridrtfi^»rer^ scslDiHro 

a^abdby»odenb«nee^ilaidiiKXf»4> steten&hS temhiilg.'^f.iiWBrJiari- 
^ddtnteiibt^tiiat^h* ^msn^lantosuaenirtQpideDCffJOTiiliidnbe 
r ta£otcdttd in ithisr container ad&rorifiaS sHD8te%ha?tart€[iilis-- 
-trngofelred ttomeiirasriby sheirtvdtioiitony eawnBtitaiitami tk&r 
.iboffiftQ^ttt b<»^b^iimk l atoatfcs"ed«c*tioii^of <)tfm ipeopie, 
infaotrlfl ^v^r^teiftxnrtd beodyfie aland Iforwacpb»s-tfief)b^ffiHidle(rs 
.aribftmiragfate ia^.rattifertglofctfaefa poorer jbr*thriaahioe'nqe , i 
'>dt ; 9?-i;8 blnov/ i/ismrj^ii? \o ii;»r-.aFjD?ib lot ^Jipsoofm oJ£ 
YiiiJ * l taJjj'i od hfuow ij*rif>iv[I>iii Oiio lo aoitoo^fo -jiqraie 
Exclusion of MiNiswHBS^feiiKiio«»^ciiqiC)^n?^ rr 
r bsiqofj£ oono ne*d ^rfiiflika3HDtOFl8(SBfa mo-ri iioi*r:ta4 A 
Mifow hM.rioq ;/J suw noPRMir'cvj 'ift riorrfw lot oeoqum 9i{ 4 
iT WixbegJ espiiEk^tariftebiifthr alte^onSof-jil^aBEMaED to 
XtbelfiEicb / 'i^iatJ{a«irifo is.fiatt ]ta»|fc6**»bta>ifeipBAeiiric{ ttfrf iads- 
IcridsadpdjplcWig *tlib pffiieesriofrocsonnAtee xneDrtaBthft taurit- 
ships or in the hundred, or the maak^Jz&ittiqMmitY 
aib^o^qirrinisttwfc «rf irdaglDimsooaK} Ttrotibai^wHnt^Trom 
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holding <tbo$e offices. In proj>o$)»g the nrovasion rendering 
clergymen of the Established Church, dissenting ministers, 
and ecclesiastics of the Catholic Church incapable of holding 
any. salaried offices connected with the. schools, we have 
bee* solely actuated by a desire to prevent any cause, of 
distrust. Suppose — for the sake of example — that in any 
tow&sbip where membe* s of the Established Church' pre* 
ponderated, a clergyman of that Church was ; Appointed. <a 
master in the public school ; how difficult would it be for 
dissenters to believe that, conscientious Hs he might be, hie 
could altogether .avoid making use of his position to propa- 
gate his principles ? Reverse the case, and imagine a* dis- 
senting minister appointed to the office of schoolmaster, a 
similar fea> would be felt by Dissenters of other denomina- 
tions as 1 * well as by' members of the Established Church* 
and without intending the slightest offence to our Catholic 
felloW countcym&i, we have only to hint at the possibility 
of an ecclesiastic of the Catholic Church of tbeibrder of 
Jesuits being appointed a schoolmaster, to aWakeri Sa the 
minds of Protestants a full sense of the propriety of the ex-j 
elusion we recommend. -'', .\.-.\- 

We aro not insensible to the peculiar fitness of jninisters 
of religion (qualified as many of them are by the possession 
of commanding talents and extensive knowledge) for super- 
intending the education of the people,; and- in confining the 
restriction against them to salaried offices, wayaare left open 
in which their valuable services may be made available; to 
the community. , . . ; ., 



» i 



Ths County Boabjv 

The plan of nominating, in the Act, the twSlfre individuals 
who .shall first. compose the county board,, has. been preferred 
to that of election by the committees of hundreds, for this 
reason : that much of the successfol working of the Act will 
depend on the composition of the:' central authority in the 1 
first instance. With it .rests the appointment of » secretary ; 
and it is of the greatest importance that that office should be 
held by no one who, in addition to the high qualifications 
requisite, would not be perfectly .weliditpoatfj tor the «aetv 
system, and animated by an earnest desire do see it carried 
out in all its integrity. The same disposition and the same 
desire arq no. Jess aecessaiy in the members of the eetfnty 
board themselves, and.it ha* been thought better r to make 
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sure in thtf nl^ttpfjointment than to run the risk of election, 
before, perhaps, the duties of the office, and the necessary 
qualifications for it are fully apprehended by the public* 
We conceive 1 that the composition of the board is such. as 
will afford the most perfect security that' the rights of con- 
science will m no case be invaded. The powers with which 
we propose to invest it are merely such as are necessary for 
enforcing' <the law and for securing the efficiency of the local 
schools. ^he» provisions relating to the sanctioning of books, 
the ^examination 1 of teachers,, the drawing up a plan of i**- 
straefcibn'for the schools, the appointment of inspectors, and 
thecollectioti arid' dii&atrion of information, are all introduced 
for this purpose. ■ j. 

Only one of those provisions can be considered as in the 
slightest degree interfering with the free action -of' the local 
committees, and that is, ' the enforcing of a general plan of 
instruction throughout the county. • If the- ;coanty board 
we ve a body irresponsible to the people we shoold consider 
this highly objectionable ; but, constituted as it will be on 
the principle of popular representation and periodical revision, 
we think this power may be entrusted to- it with safety and 
advantage.- The annual retirement -of two members of the 
board, and the election of their successors by the Committees 
of hundreds, will give an .opportunity for the introduction of 
m&i with views and-- opinions in accordance with. the in- 
creased experience and advancing intelligence of the people. 

It will be observed' that the board will possess no power to 
interfere with the management of the schools, eaeepfc when 
the conduct of any teacher is brought under its notice by 
appeal ; and that the right of appeal to the board is not 
given except in cases of alleged sectarian teaching. The 
power to establish schools' where that duty has been neglected 
by the ratepayers must obviously be lodged somewhere; and 
in confining it- iri the first instance to the committees of 
hundreds; and if neglected by them to the county board, the 
befit guarantee* is afforded that the power will be used with 
moderation and in a conciliatory spirit. ' •• 



( ' 1 '..■!> " 



0ORPORATS Character of thb Co|UNTtf BoaSkd ani> op thb 
j.. - : Committees of thb Hundreds. . 

One of 1 the most important provisions rotating to both 
these bodies is r that constituting thetnicorpgfrations, in \isliieh 
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shall be ; vested 1 the property of the public ^cfeools; and hi 
which HSay be Vested -property conveyed or'be^ueath^for 
educational porooses. It caimotf;be> doubted that the facili* 
ties thus offered, - and'fcne ' s^eWritjf thifs Afforded,' that pro- 
perty -m left will not hi appropriated In "W manned different 
f¥om the^thtentkms of the ddntir or te^tatoiV'will induce 
persons possessed 'of' wealth, and'^efciroiisof promoting the 
education Of the people, to'&mifefyk bfcqueaith property for 4 
that purpose. A large field will thus be opened for the 
operation of private benevolence and voluntary exertion, in 
the establishment of schools of *' higher character than those 
provided for in this plan, of colleges, libraries for the parish, * 
hundred or County, and of literary or scientific institutions. 






Examination op TiftACRftBti. ^ 



t 



It is with ahi^app'r^lciati6ti'ctf the 11 importance and ♦true 
dignity of 'the' office of -schoolilflfeitery and r with a desire to 
elevate it In'&e' public estbftatJeft,' that we propose to insti- 
tute an ^examination into tfr£ ^uaiificatioris 1 of candidates for 
appointments in the public schools* '' ■ 

Nothing will more tend-to promote the efficiency of the 
schools, aiid to ^stimulate the desire of the people- for; educa- 
tion, thari the erection of a high "standard of excellence for 
teachers. • * v/ '. '■ ; • ■ ' : r ' !j : ' ■ - /, 

Length of probation is 1 tie often* taken «s proof of com- 
petence:' -nothing' caw be more absurd or fallacious. 'Natural 
aptitude or previon^ acquiroMenfe will ^enable some' titeri to 
become qualified with a mutih* shorter- course of study than 
others. 'Wliy should the fornietfbe tfdmpeiled to lose time 
after 1 they are duly qtmlified, or : the latter td 'relinquish study 
before they are so, by fixing the samd period of probation for 
both? • '•' ; "'■ -i'i • -''•'- '•'' ' - • 

• The best tiest of fitness' is examination, and the exarfiina- 
tiori'shoteldbe open W all eo^eTtynd nlatferwhen, where, 
or how' theiV 'qualifications havo been acquired.: -Those per- 
sons trained in the 1 county nottiittl schools should have no 
exemption from the t'fcst: Qf'an examination, but should^be 
placed dnpreoisely ttife samOfaotfega^Othjer*; - ' >■ ^r> 
•', Individuals possessing Cet^n^catCs granted by Iheoxaminers, 
would find them of great 'Befvi€fe, , if they 'became applicants 
for the office'of schooIttfaSteV in other schools than those it is 
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here proposed ^to establish. We, do not doubt that these 
certificates would he found to possess a current value be- 
yond the limits of this county, and. that people would come 
from other ;p$rts* of the king4om desirous to obtain $uch a 
testimonial to their -qualifications. It. is on this amount that 
we propose to exact a fee from all applicants for examination, 
as it would be wjusfrto, charge the county with the expense 
of examining persons «ot intending to apply for offices in 
the public schools. . , ; . f 

Nobm**. Sosoew . . . ( 

r 

Of the propriety, of establishing normal schools for the 
training of teachers, we apprehend there will be no difference 
of opinion. 

Without teachers fully competent to epnvey instruction, 
the expenses incurred in the establishment and support of 
schools would be $pmparativ#l y thrown .away. The supply 
of properly qualified teachers is totally inadequate to the re- 
quirements of the schools. already in existence; how much 
less adequate would it be if a great additional demand was 
created by the establishment of public - schools, with; no* ad* 
litional soufqe being provided from which the demand could 
oe supplied. .One great advantage of providing competent 
instructors is commonly overlooked. -Under an efficient 
teacher, a child will acquire a given amount of knowledge in 
half the time that he will do under an incompetent one. In 
a country where the labour of the young forms a. large pro- 
ppr&ion of the means of subsistence possessed by the work- 
ing classy as it does in England, and espfccmfiy ^ &anc&* 
shtfe, this is Utmost important consider**^:. Xh£ length of 
time necessary to aeqtjtu$ even th^ mere rudiments ef educa- 
tion in j*. very large numbe? of the schools now in existence, 
is no doubt one cause of the disinclination of parents to send 
their children !tothefm,wd of th^ehWwfl. to attend; B*sry 
day mope tjban.is necessary] spent at ischool^ after * certain 
age, is so ^rnuch taluable tims* $r its equivalent; in> money, 
withdrawn from the family. stock* If we $M to this 
loss; of time or. money the weekly payments that have, to be 
made under tb& present system for schooling, and consider 
in how. many cast* tbeprogre8«,T&ade by tie pupil is scarcely 
perceptible >from ;tnonth :to month,, we cannot wonder that 
the disinclination; onthe partof the parent should exists or 
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that it should he difficult to impress either parents or children 
with a sense of the advantages of education. In the United 
States, the period of the attendance of children 1 -ttt the 
schools is very short} and the fact is sometimes' qUoted by 
the opponents of a general system, to Sbo^that the condition* 
of the people with regard to education in 'the States is not 
what it would. appear to he from fee statistics. ' But a vert 
different conclusion can 'he drawn froifr'the same fact in coiA 
junction with another. Ail » travellers concur in stating that 
the great mass of the people in the linked States is much 
better educated than in this country; If, during their short 
attendance at school, the children are able to acquire a 
greater degree of knowledge than children in England during 
a longer period* o»e of two things necessarily follows; either 
that the capacity of American 'children is greater than that 
of English, or that their teachers, are better qualified. That 
the latter of these suppositions* is the correct -one cannot 
for a moment "be doubted. The establishment of normal 
schools as proposed in this plan would, to some extent, re- 
medy the deficiency in schools already in existence; because, 
while it would be optional with the school committees 
to engage their teachers from the normal schools, so it 
would be optional with the teachers to accept engagements 
in the public or in private schools. 
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Such is the plan which we submit to the consideration of 
our fellow-countrymen of this county. We are not prepared 
to say that it is in every one of its details' the best that could 
be devised ; but it is our decfp conviction that it is based on 
sound principles, and that no plan for general education is 
worthy the adoption of a free people^ in which the manage- 
ment is not placed under popular control, and in which tne 
equal rights* of the various -religious denominations, and of 
the different classes of the community, are not recognized 
and secured. 

On a question on which theVe has evef ' been so great a 
diversity of sentiment, it is not to be expected that men of 
all shades of opinion should suddenly become reconciled; 
but we appeal to all classes ; to those in high places and of 
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great wealth, who may rely on it there can be so protection 
to property, no security for the maintenance of public order, 
like ail educated people; , to 'those; whose Wealth is in. their 
labour, and whom education will- enable profitably' to! employ 
the faculties of the mind as. well as the power* of the; body ; 

• to the advocates for &e extension of political privileges, 
who may rest assured that thedo can only be .obtained 
by an enlightened population; to the. philanthropist, who 
would rejoice to see misery, inteniperanee, and crime* dis- 
appear before the light. of knowledge; and to the truly 
pious -and, enlightened of all classes and of .all cr.eeds, who 
believe that emancipation from bratisfe ignorance ia not^a 
hindrance but ia help jto the reception of divine 4a*utti ; to all 
these we, appeal with ea^estne^a to lay aside the bitterness 
pf controversy, and toiapf^TQach; tfee 4 consideration of -this 
momentous question in a spirit? of conciliation?' benevolttioe, 
and justice. -, " ■» r - 

r 

>'. •, • , :•.;•.•:••'-".;»•. < • 

; • ' , • . j I. ; ».. "' . '-■'^>. '. • > r 

- , , . . . . — ►— ;;4+-tf — i. ? . i ■ — > . "> 

: ■- . • .•<.»! ■ ;. : • ■ ' «-r «v k '. • '■ 

At a Meeting held at the Mechanics' Institution, Cooper 
Street, Manchester, on Wednesday the 25th of August, 
1847, an Association was formed under the title of the 
" Lancashire Public School Association for promoting the 
establishment of .a, general system of secular education in 
the county of Lancaster/' f ^ , , ., :'.-,, 

i> ,r Sh4 principles stated- in theforegomg pamphlet Were 
aoWteu*' as those of the Association: the "plan contained 
( iii it was, also adopted, with a view, to its .introduction -to 
the House of Commons in the shape of a'BtM r and it was 

* resolved 1 to direct thfc efforts of the As&oeiatioil to procure 
. an expressions of public {opinion in this cpunty in its favor. 
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ftancaafjire public Scfjooi a**octatum, 

FOB PROMOTING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A GENERAL SYSTEM 

OF SECULAR EDUCATION IN THE COUNTY 

OE LANCASTER. 

At a General Meeting of Members of the Association, held 
at the Rooms, No. 3, Cross Street, Manchester, on the 
22nd of February, 1 848, the following Rules were 
agreed to : 

That every contributor to the fund of the Association shall be a 
member thereof for the space of one year from the date of payment, 
and shall be registered in a book to be kept for that purpose, showing 
the amount and date of each contribution; and that each member 
shall receive a ticket, entitling him to admission to all general meet- 
ings of the Association. 

That the affairs of the Association shall be managed by a general 
committee, consisting of the gentlemen who now compose the pro- 
visional committee, with power to add to their numbers. 

That the general committee shall, at their first meeting, appoint an 
executive committee, which shall meet at least once a week ; and that 
any member of the executive committee, resident in Manchester or 
Salford, neglecting to attend the meetings for three months consecu- 
tively, shall cease to be a member of the said committee. The execu- 
tive committee shall have power to add to its number. 

That the chairman, deputy-chairman, honorary secretaries, and 
treasurers of all branch associations, shall be ex-officio members of the 
general and executive committees. 

That, except in cases of meetings for special purposes, it shall not 
be necessary to summon members of the executive committee not 
resident in Manchester or Salford. 

That three members present at any meeting of the executive com- 
mittee shall form a quorum. 

That a general meeting of the Association shall be convened, at the 
termination of the year, by advertisement in at least one newspaper in 
each of the following towns, viz. : Manchester, Liverpool, Lancaster, 
and Preston, and at each meeting the treasurer's accounts shall be 
produced and read, having been previously audited by three members 
of the general committee. 

SAMUEL LUCAS, 

CHAIRMAN. 

Persons desirous of joining the Association, or of obtaining 
information concerning it, are requested to apply personally 
at the Offices, No. 3, Cross Street, Manchester; or by letter, 
addressed to the Chairman. 



CHARLES SIMMS AND CO., PRINTERS, MANCHESTER. 



■ .'. ^ 



t 

. .1 



l> 1 . c 



»/• ■ 



) - 



■f -i 



•.. /J > i 



■»*»,>. v. iV«4^«' ' 



• .1 .' 

t c 

.a ,. ■< 



. f. 






:; > 






t i, ■ 



> * I) :\j 



.'i 



u< 



1 4 • 



LA4M.L3 L3 IMt 

A pwn for fllw 



r mm 
APMON 



Butman Ubrary APMOM 

HIIIMNH 

3 2044 028 923 076 




